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By  Augus tus  To l son 

The  day  i s  coming .  Men a re  co l lec t ing  re fund  checks .  Women a re  ge t t ing
thei r  ha i r  and nai ls  done.  Universa l ly ,  Feb.  14  is  the  day of  love ,  a  day that
lovers  look  forward  to  and  s ingle  people  spend s i t t ing  on  couches  s tuf f ing
the i r  faces  wi th  popcorn  whi le  watch ing  romant ic  comedies .  

I t  marks  the  day  tha t  many  women  look  fo rward  to ;  i t ' s  marked  on  ca lendars
the  p rev ious  Feb .  15  wi th  a  b ig  red  hear t .  

One  th ing  tha t  i s  known to  the  wor ld  of  lovers  and  s ingle  lad ies  i s  tha t  many
males  t rea t  Valen t ine ' s  Day  d i f fe ren t  than  females .  

"Valent ine ' s  Day is  a  day for  females ,"  sa id  Michael  Johnson,  a  Hampton
Univers i ty  junior  f rom Los  Angeles .  " I  have  never  and wi l l  never  ce lebra te
this  day.  I f  I  t ruly love my gir l fr iend or  wife then I  wil l  show her  every day of
the  yea r . "  

Er ic  Wil l iams,  a  f reshman f rom Dal las ,  sa id ,  " I  expect  the  same output  tha t  I
input .  I f  I  t ake  a  female  to  d inner  then  I  want  her  to  a t  l eas t  l e t  us  ge t  back
to  the  room and  have  a  good  t ime ."  

Whi le  many  women  want  to  be  pampered  and  have  exper iences  o f  a  l i f e t ime
so  tha t  they  can  te l l  the i r  f r iends ,  many males  s imply  want  one  th ing .  " I
want  to  be  able  to  wake  up  on  the  15th  wi th  a  female  by  my s ide ,"  sa id  Kevin
El l is ,  a  sophomore f rom Carson,  Cal i f .  

Pa t r ic ia  Whi te ,  a  f reshman f rom Phi ladelphia ,  sa id ,  " I f  a  male  i s  car ing
enough  to  make  su re  tha t  I  am happy  on  th i s  spec ia l  day  then  he  dese rves  to
be  ca te red  to .  Af te r  d inner ,  I  t ake  care  of  h im,  so  tha t  way the  whole  day  can
be  spec ia l .  

Males  love  less  than  females .  

Ma les  don ' t  have  hea r t s .  

Ma les  a re  no t  compass iona te  peop le .  

These  a r e  s t e r eo types  t ha t  many  ma le s  ha t e .  

Wi l l iams,  the  f reshman f rom Dal las ,  sa id ,  " I  jus t  don ' t  ge t  where  tha t  comes
f rom.  I  have  a  hear t ,  and  I  t end  to  love  a  female  more  than  she  loves  me.  

"We a re  t augh t  no t  to  show emot ion ,  bu t  tha t  doesn ' t  mean  we  don ' t  have
any,"  said Barry Tolson,  an uncle  of  this  wri ter .  "I  love my wife  and I  te l l  her
every  day ."  

By Tara  S tr ig ler 

Valent ine 's  Day,  the  most  ant ic ipated hol iday for  couples ,  i s  quickly
a p p r o a c h i n g .  
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This  i s  the  day  where  couples  express  the i r  love  and  gra t i tude  fo r  each  o ther
th rough  ex t ravagan t  g i f t s  and  even ts .  I f  couples  a re  no t  a f fec t iona te
th roughout  the  year ,  th i s  i s  the  on ly  day  tha t  they  a re .  

Gi f t s  such  as  f lowers ,  Ed ib le  Arrangements ,  t eddy  bears ,  concer t  t i cke t s  and
spa  da t e s  a r e  exchanged  in  hopes  t o  smi t t en  pa r tne r s .  

Al though many th ings  can  go  r igh t  dur ing  th i s  spec ia l  day ,  i t  can  take  a  tu rn
for  the  wors t  as  wel l .  

Some peop le  th ink  tha t  they  have  g rea t  th ings  p lanned  fo r  the i r  love  in te res t
bu t  accord ing  to  a  few s tuden ts ,  those  p lans  may  no t  be  such  a  good  idea .  

Chant ina  Car r ing ton ,  19 ,  a  Hampton  Univers i ty  sophomore  b io logy  major
f rom Newark,  N.J . ,  sa id ,  "Do not  g ive  a  g i r l  a  fake  rose ,  and don ' t  spend a  lo t
o f  money  on  he r  because  i f  you  and  your  pa r tne r  a re  toge the r  then  she
shou ld  a l ready  know how much  you  ca re  abou t  he r  any  o the r  day .  

"Also,  don ' t  te l l  her  you love her  just  because i t ' s  Valent ine 's  Day.  I t  wi l l  then
be  obvious  tha t  i t  i s  not  genuine ."  

Shaqui l le  Byrnes ,  20 ,  of  Middlesex County  Col lege  in  New Jersey,  sa id  tha t
you should  never  re-g i f t .  "Re-gi f t ing  shows tha t  you d id  not  put  no  thought  or
effor t  in to  this  special  day for  your  gir l f r iend.  I t  may not  be  special  to  you,
but  i t  def in i te ly  means  someth ing  to  her .  What  you  should  do  i s  spend  a  n ice
evening wi th  your  lady.  Give  her  f lowers  because  females  love  f lowers ,  and
a l so  choco la te -covered  s t rawber r ies . "  

A long wi th  those  don ' t s ,  there  are  some do ' s  for  Valent ine ' s  Day.  

"Make  sure  you  make  the  en t i re  day  a l l  about  your  s ign i f ican t  o ther , "  sa id
Jus t in  Alv is ,  a  Hampton  Univers i ty  f reshman s t ra teg ic  communica t ions  major
from Cleveland.  "This  i s  the  day to  be  mushy,  gushy and lovey dovey.  I t  does
no t  even  have  to  be  abou t  mone ta ry  g i f t s .  The  mos t  spec ia l  moments  a re  the
ones  with  jus t  you involved.  

"Don ' t  make  th is  day  a  compet i t ion .  Valent ine ' s  Day i s  about  making  your
spec ia l  someone  happy ,  no t  t ry ing  to  compete  to  see  who  can  g ive  the  bes t
g i f t  o r  spend  the  mos t  money ."  

B y  S h a w n  A u s t i n 

Valent ine 's  Day is  ce lebrated on Feb.  14.  I t  i s  a  fes t ival  of  romant ic  love and
when  peop le  g ive  ca rds ,  l e t t e r s ,  f lowers  o r  p resen t s  to  the i r  spouse  o r
par tner .  I t ' s  been  t rad i t ion  for  the  male  to  g ive  spec ia l  g i f t s  to  h is
c o u n t e r p a r t .  

I s  i t  a  good t radi t ion  for  i t  to  pr imar i ly  be  the  females  fee l ing  apprec ia ted  on
Valen t ine ' s  Day ,  o r  should  t rad i t ion  be  b roken  and  bo th  par tners  in  the
re l a t ionsh ip  be  apprec ia t ed  by  one  ano the r?  

This  year  could  be  d i f ferent ,  espec ia l ly  for  the  guys ,  on  the  Hampton
Univers i ty  campus .  

Wil l iam Hughes ,  a  sophomore  f rom Memphis ,  sa id ,  " I  d idn ' t  p lan  on  g iv ing
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Will iam Hughes ,  a  sophomore  f rom Memphis ,  sa id ,  " I  d idn ' t  p lan  on  g iv ing
out  any g i f t s ,  but  I  have  some gi r l s  tha t  have  sa id  they  have  some gi f t s  for
me,  and  I  have  no  prob lem wi th  tha t . "  

Char les  Jones ,  sophomore  f rom I l l inois ,  sa id ,  "  I  a lways  thought  Valent ine ' s
Day was  meant  for  females ,  bu t  i t  wouldn ' t  be  bad  to  swi tch  i t  up  and  show
some of  the  men apprec ia t ion  on  th i s  day  as  wel l . "  

Joye  Paker ,  psychology major  f rom Maryland,  sa id ,  " I 've  never  rea l ly  spent
Valent ine 's  Day with  anyone,  but  i f  I  d id  I  would expect  my s ignif icant  o ther
to  show h i s  apprec ia t ion  and  fo r  my par tne r  me  to  do  the  same."  

Zamari  Love sa id ,  " I t ' s  OK for  us  to  do that  but  usual ly  the  guy knows the  gi r l
loves  him.  So I  see  i t  more as  a  day for  the  guy to  show his  love for  the  gir l ."  

Al lysa  Medina,  a  sophomore f rom Cal i fornia ,  sa id ,  "Gir ls  should  get  thei r
man or  whoever  tha t  person i s  Valent ine ' s  Day g i f t s .  I 'd  do  i t  for  my man,  but
tha t ' s  jus t  me ."  

Mike  P leasan ts ,  sophomore  f rom New Jersey ,  sa id ,  "Don ' t  l e t  these  females
bra inwash you.  I t ' s  a  couple ' s  hol iday.  I t  i s  as  much for  h im as  her ."  

The  t r io  o f  wr i ters  are  s tudents  a t  the  S c r i p p s  H o w a r d  S c h o o l  o f
J o u r n a l i s m  a n d  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s.
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