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As  Open ing  Convoca t ion  approached  Sunday ,  many  sen io rs  rushed  to  p ick
up  the i r  caps  and  gowns .  

He ld  in  Ogden  Ha l l ,  t he  72nd  annua l  ce remony  we lcomes  Hampton
Univers i ty ' s  c lass  o f  2015  to  i t s  l as t  undergradua te  school  year .  Opening
Convocat ion  g ives  seniors  a  g l impse  of  what  wi l l  happen on  the i r  May
graduat ion  day .  The  ceremony in tends  to  ign i te  the  f i re  in  s tudents  to  f in i sh
the i r  l a s t  s t r e t ch  to  underg radua te  success  a s  we l l  a s  to  ge t  them to  th ink
abou t  wha t  happens  a f t e r  they  l eave  the i r  Home by  the  Sea .  

Case t ta  Ingram,  a  sen ior  psychology  major  f rom Newark ,  N.J . ,  dec ided  to
name her  cap  and  gown "Cap-ga-nesa . "  She  wen t  to  Open ing  Convoca t ion  as
a  f r e shman  and  r emembers  " f ee l ing  annoyed  tha t  she  was  the re . "  Now,  she ' s
"ecs ta t i c  because  the  peop le  a re  he re  fo r  us . "  

Ingram i s  g radua t ing  wi th  he r  s i s t e r  and  she  i s  "p roud  to  say  tha t  she  wen t
th rough  the  co l l ege  s t rugg le  wi th  someone  c lose  to  he r . "  

She  wi l l  miss  her  Majes t i c  dance  t roupe ,  the  exc i tement  o f  Homecoming ,
and  " the  rea l i ty  tha t  she  doesn ' t  have  much  respons ib i l i ty  as  an
undergradua te , "  bu t  she  i s  "exc i t ed  to  mee t  th i s  yea r ' s  keyno te  speaker . "  

Sunday ' s  keyno te  speake r  i s  Jarret t  L .  Carter  Sr .,  founding edi tor  of
HBCUDiges t . com.  A gradua te  f rom Morgan  S ta te  Univers i ty ,  He  launched
the  HBCU Diges t  in  2010 as  an  onl ine  da i ly  news  b log  tha t  covers
his tor ica l ly  b lack col leges  and univers i t ies .  Car ter  i s  a lso  a  columnis t  for  the
Huff ing ton  Pos t ,  hos t  o f  the  HBCU Diges t  Podcas t  Ser ies ,  and  the  founder
and execut ive  d i rec tor  of  the  Center  for  HBCU Media  Advocacy.  

He  mos t  r ecen t ly  named  Hampton  Un ive r s i ty  the  H B C U  o f  t h e  Y e a r.  

Jesse  Lyles  of  Washington ,  D.C.  sa id  tha t  having  Car ter  as  the  keynote
speaker  i s  "empower ing  because  i t  wi l l  mot iva te  h im to  ach ieve  g rea t
success  as  Car ter  d id  wi th  HBCU Diges t . "  Af ter  co l lege  the  journal i sm major
sa id  he  wi l l  go  to  graduate  school ,  o r  s ta r t  h i s  career  a t  a  magazine .  Lyles  i s
exci ted  tha t  h is  fami ly  wi l l  be  a t tending the  event .  He sa id  he  i s  ready for
S u n d a y .  

Tay lor  Wat t s ,  an  e lementa ry  educa t ion  major  f rom Hampton ,  "expec t s
encourag ing  words"  f rom the  keyno te  speake r  because ,  "he  was  the  one  who
named us  HBCU of  the  Year  r igh t?"  Wat t s  i s  a  l egacy  s tuden t  a t  Hampton
Univers i ty  a s  he r  mother ,  Tracy  Mann  Wat t s ,  who  g radua ted  in  1985 .  She
was also class of  O Phi O 5;  Taylor is  O Phi O 15.  

Mrs .  Wat ts  sa id  "Taylor ' s  se l f -conf idence,  matur i ty  level ,  and decis ion
making  have  con t inuous ly  deve loped  over  the  course  o f  th ree  years , "  which
she  knows wi l l  cont inue  throughout  her  sen ior  year .  Taylor  Wat ts  sa id ,  " I t
fee l s  g rea t  to  con t inue  the  Hampton ian  l egacy ,"  bu t  added  she  i s  r eady  to  go .
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Marysa  Hi l l ,  a  psychology  major ,  hadn ' t  go t ten  her  cap  and  gown ye t  and
can ' t  be l i eve  sen ior  year  i s  he re .  She  came to  Hampton  because  o f  he r  " love
for  the  water"  and  says  her  fami ly  i s  "proud  tha t  she  chose  an  HBCU,"  but
she  wi l l  miss  i t  when she  goes  home to  Ann Arbor ,  Mich.  

"The accessibi l i ty  of  my fr iends wil l  be gone,"  she said,  and i t  wi l l  "be hard to
keep  i t  touch"  now tha t  she  has  met  f r i ends  f rom a l l  over  the  Uni ted  S ta tes .  

Whe the r  some  sen io r s  a re  r eady  to  go  o r  a re  hav ing  t roub le  wi th  the  though t
of  leaving,  the  rea l i ty  i s  tha t  l i fe  doesn ' t  s top  on Hampton Univers i ty ' s
campus .  Each  sen ior  wi l l  have  to  go  ou t  in to  the  wor ld  and  "dare  to  be  a
genius"  as  Bre t t  Pul ley ,  dean  of  Scr ipps  Howard  School  of  Journal i sm and
Communica t ions ,  sa id  a t  the  7 0 t h  c o n v o c a t i o n ce remony  in  2012 .  

But  before  they  can  do  th i s ,  they  mus t  f i r s t  ge t  th rough  the i r  l as t  year .

The  wr i ter  i s  a  s tudent  in  the  S c r i p p s  H o w a r d  S c h o o l  o f  J o u r n a l i s m  a n d
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s.
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