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By Jala Tucker
Two Hampton university students traveled to Baltimore Friday, April 12 to
inspire private high school students to attend a Historically Black
College/University (HBCU).
During workshops at Roland Park Country School, an all-girls school in the
north of the city, Jada Graham and Jala Tucker explained the value of an
HBCU education and helped students with the personal statements on their
applications.
About 25 students attended the workshop and said they wanted to apply to
M o r g a n S t a t e, a n d H a m p t o n, b u t m o s t c h o s e H o w a r d, o n e o f t h e t o p t w o
highest-rated HBCUs in the country. About 10 students made progress on
their applications.
"Even if we just make an impact on one student, I know we are doing
something good," Graham said.
The workshop was part of a nonprofit, Project HBCU, created by Graham
and Tucker, which specializes in giving students advice on college
admissions.
The two entrepreneurs want students to understand their potential for
higher education and hope to inspire them to travel outside of their comfort
zones. Several students complained about the lack of opportunity in a small
market like Baltimore.
The top reasons to go to an HBCU include "not having to be the voice for all
Black people," Tucker told the students.
According to Tucker, typically, when black students go to Predominantly
White Institutions, they are seen as the spokesperson for black people, since
there are not as many black students to share their experiences. At an
HBCU, students can freely have their voice without having the burden of
representing the entire black community, the two explained.
A personal statement is the first step and one of the most critical parts of a
college application.
"Show admissions who you really are in your personal statement," Tucker
told them. "Make them want you at their school,"

